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Proje'cture. n; f. [firojefture, Fr. projettura, Lat.] A jutting 
out. 

To Pro in. v. a. [a corruption of prune.'] To lop ; to cut y 
to trim ; to prune. 

I lit and proin my wings 
After flight, and put new flings 

To my fhafts. Ben). johnfcn. 

The country hufbandman will not ;gi.ve the proining knife to 
a young plant, as not able to admit the fcar. B. fiohnfon. 

To Prola'te. v. a. [ prolatwn, Lat.] To pronounce ; to 
utter. 

The prefliires of war have fomewhat cowed their fpirits, 
as may be gathered from the accent of their words, which 
they prolate in a whining querulous tone, as if flill complain¬ 
ing and creft-fallen. How el. 

Prola te, ad). [protatus, Lat.] Oblate; flat. 

As to the prolate fpheroidical figure, though it be the ne- 
cefiary refult of the earth’s rotation about its own axe, yet it 
is alfo very convenient for us. Cbeyne's Phil. Prin. 

Prola / tion. n. f. [ proiaius , Lat.] 

1. Pronunciation; utterance. 

Parrots, having been ufed to be fed at the prolatipn of cer¬ 
tain words, may afterwards pronounce the fame. Ray. 

2. Delay; aft of deferring. ? Ainfworth. 

Prole'gomena. n. f [7 -(toXeybysvcc •, prolegomenes, Fr.j Pre¬ 
vious, difcourfe ; introductory obfervations. 

PROLE'PSIS. «. f. [tt^'a#*?; proleffe , Fr.] A form of 
rhetorick, in which objections are anticipated. 

This was contained in my prolepfis or prevention of his 
anfwer. Bramhall againft Hobbs. 

Prole'ptical. adj. [from prolepjis .] Previous ; antecedent. 
The proleptical notions of religion cannot be fo well de¬ 
fended by the profeffed fervants of the altar. Glanvil. 

Prole'ptically. ad,v. [from proleptical .] By way of antici- 

' nation. , Clar ’I a - 

Proletarian, adj. Mean ; wretched; vile; vulgar. 

Like fpeculators fhould forefee, 

From pharos of authority, 

- Portended mifehiefs farther than 
Low proletarian tything-men. Hudibras , p. I. 

Prolifica tion. n.f. [ proles and facia, Lat.] Generation of 

children. ' ,. 

Their fruits, proceeding from Ampler roots, are not 10 di- 
ftinauifhable as the offspring of fenfible creatures, and proli- 
ftcations defending from double origins. > Brown. 

PROLFFICK. \adj. [prolfique,Ft. proles and facto.] tr uit- 
PROLFFICAL. \ ful; generative ; pregnant; produ&ive. 
Main ocean flow’d ; not idle, but with warm 
Prolifick humour foft’ning all her globe, 

Fermented the great mother to conceive, 

Satiate with genial moifture; _ Milton 9 s Par. Loft, 

Every difpute in religion grew prolfical , and in ventilating 
one queftion, many new ones were flarted. Decay of Piety. 
His vital pow’r air, earth and feas fupplies, 

And breeds whate’er is bred beneath the fkies ; 

For every kind, by thy pro fick might, 
c J Dry den. 

Springs. . , A 

All dogs are of one fpecies, they mingling together in ge¬ 
neration, and the breed of fuch mixtures being prolifick. Ray. 
From the middle of the world. 

The fun’s prolifick rays are hurl’d ; 

’Tis from that feat he darts thofe beams. 

Which quicken earth with genial flames. Prior. 

Prolifically. adv. [from prq®ck^ Fruitfully; pregnantly. 
PROLFX. adj. [ prolixe , Fr. prohxus , Latin.] 

1 Long ; tedious ; not concile. 

According to the caution we have been fo prolix in giving, 
if we aim at right undemanding the true nature of it, we 
muft examine what apprehenfion mankind make of it. Digby. 
Should I at large repeat 

The bead-roll of her vicious tricks, . 

My poem would be too prolix. I rior. 

2 Of long duration. This is a very rare feme. . 

If the appellant appoints a term too prolix, the judge may 

then affign a competent term. AyhffesPanrgm. 

Prolixious. adj. [from prolix.} Dilatory, tediou,. A 
word of Sbakefpeare’s coining. . 

Lay by aft nicety and prolixious blufhes. 

Proli xity, n. f. [prdixite, Fr. from prolix.] 

tirefome length; want of brevity. „ , .. 

It is true, without any flips of prolixity , or ctoffing the plain 
highway of talk, that the good Anthonio hath loll a lhip. 

0 y Sbakefp. Merchant of Vmice. 

In fome other paffages, I may have, to fnun prolixity , 

unawares flipt into the contrary extreme. 

ProlFxly. adv. [from prolix.] At great length ; tedioufly. 

On thefe prolixly thankful fhe enlarg d. Dry den. 

■Pnm Fxness. n.f. [from prolix.] T edioufnefs. 
PROLOCUTOR, n.f. [Latin.] The foreman; the fpeaker 

of a convocation. . .. 

The convocation the queen prorogued, though at the ex- 
pence of Dr. Atteibury’s difpleafure, who was defign d their 
prolocutor. J 
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Prolocu'torship. n. f. [from prolocutor.] The office 0- 
dignity of prolocutor. 

Prorogue, n.f. [t^oAo^ ; prologue, Fr. prclogus, Latin.] 

1. Preface ; introdudlion to "any difcourfe or performance. 

Come, fit, and a fong. 

— Shall-we clap into r t roundly, without .hawking, orfpit, 
ting, or faying we are hoarff, which are the onl y prologues^ 
a bad voice ? ' ' Sbakefp. As You. Like it. 

In her face excufe 

Came prologue , and apology too prompt. Milton 

2. Something fpoken before the entrance of the a£fors of a play,* 

If my death might make this ifland happy, 

And prove the period of their tyranny, 

I would expend it with all willingnefs ; 

But mine is macle the prologue to their play. Sbakefp 

The peaking cornuto comes in the inftant, after we had 
fpoke the prologue of our comedy. Sbakefp, 

To Pro logue. v. a. [from the noun.] To introduce with a 
formal preface. 

He his fpecial nothing ever prologues. Sbakefp. 

To PROLO'NG. v. a. [ prclongcr , Fr. pro and longus, Lat.] 

1. To lengthen out ; to continue ; to draw out. 

Henceforth I fly not death, nor would prolong 
. , Life much. Milton. 

Th’ unhappy queen with talk prolong'd the night. Dnd. 

2. To put off to a diftant time. 

To-morrow in my judgment is too fudden ; 

For I myfelf am not fo well provided,- 
As elfe I would be were the day prolong'd. Sbakefp, 

Prolongation, n.f. [prolongation, Fr. from prolong,] 

1. The a& of lengthening. 

Nourifhment in living creatures is for the prolongation of 
life. ' Bacon's Nat. Hfi. 

2 . Delay to a longer time. 

This ambaffage concerned only the prolongation of days for 
payment of monies. Bacon's Henry VII. 

Prolusion, n.f. [prolufio , Lat.] Entertainments; perfor¬ 
mance of diverfion. 

It is memorable, which Famianus Strada, in the firftbook 
of his academical prolufions, relates of Suarez. Hakewill. 
PRO'MINENT. adj. [prominens, Lat. ] Standing out beyond 
the near parts ; protuberant; extant. 

Whales are deferibed with two prominent fpouts on their 
heads, whereas they have but one in the forehead terminating 
over the windpipe. Broivn's Vulgar Errours. 

She has her eyes fo prominent, and placed fo that flie can 
fee better behind her than before her. More. 

Two goodly bowls of mafly filver. 

With figures prominent and richly wrought. Dryden : 

Some have their eyes Hand fo prominent as the hare, that 
they can fee as well behind as before them. ■ Ray. 

Pro'minENCE. \n.f. [prominentia, Latin; from prominent .] 
Pro'minency. ) Protuberance; extant part. 

It fhows the nofe and eyebrows, with the prominencies and 
fallings in of the features. Adclifon on Ancient Medals. 

PROMISCUOUS, adj. [promifeuus, Lat.] Mingled; con- 
fufed ; undiftinguifhed. 

Glory he requires, and glory he receives, 

Promifcuous from all nations. Milton s Par. Loft. 

Promifcuous love by marriage was reftrain’d. Rofcom. 
In rufh’d at once a rude promifcuous crowd ; 

The guards, and then each other overbear, 

And in a moment throng the theatre. Dryden. 

No man, that conflders the promifcuous difpenfations or 
God’s providence in this world, can think it unreafonable to 
conclude, that after this life good men fhall be rewarded, and 
finners puniftied. TUhtfin’s 

The earth was formed out of tha tpromifcuous mals of iana, 
earth, fhells, fubfiding from the water. Woodward. 

Clubs, diamonds^ hearts, in wild diforder feen, 

With throngs promifcuous flrow the level g reen * 

A wild, where weeds and flow’rs promifcuous moot. rope. 
Promiscuously, adv. [from promifcuous.] With con u e 

mixture ; indiferiminately. *r 

We beheld where once Hood Ilium, called Troy prmj- 

cucu/ly ofTros. 

That generation, as the facred writer modeftly exprdie > 
married and gave in marriage without difcretion or ecen )’ 
but promifcmu.fi), and with no better a guide 
pulfes of a brutal appetite. 

Here might you fee 

Barons and peafants on the embattled field, 

In one huge heap, promifcuoujly amaft. 

Unaw’d by precepts human or divine. 

Like birds and beads promifcuoujly they join. 

PROMISE, n.f. [promijjiim, Lat. promife, froniejje, rr.j 
I. Declaration of fome benefit to be confered. ^ 

I eat the air, promife cramm d; you cannot f -P 

His promifes were, as he then was, nng ty > Sbakefp- 
But his performance, as he now is, « ot ft in ^' ^ C p ron . 
O Lord, Let thy promife unto David beeflabhflied. 

Behold, fne faid, perform’d in ev ry part ^ 

My promife made ; and Vulcan s labour d art. ^ 
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■ Let any mah confider, how many forrows he would have 
efcaped, had God called him to his reft, and then fay, whe- 
‘ ther the promife to deliver the juft from the evils to come, 
ought not to he mi M? prayer. , Wake. 

Performance of promife ; grant of the thing promifed. 

Now are they ready, looking for a .promife from thee. Acts. 

2 Hopes; expeftatipip^ • , ' , • _ 

. Your young priACP Mamillius is a gentleman of the greatelt 
' pnmf. . r Sftakefp, Winter's, Xale. 

To Promise, v. a. [promettre, Fr. promnto, Lat.] 

To make delation of benefit to be confered. 

' While they prmije. them liberty, they themfelves are the 

fervants of corruption. 2 Peter h. 18.. 

I could not exDe£t fuch an effect as I found, which feldorn 
reaches to the degree;is promifed by the preferibers of any 
remedies. Temple's MiJcel. 

To Profuse., v n. . 

1. To affuienone Fy a proniife- 

Promfing is the very air o’ th time ; it opens the eyes of 
expectation : per-fbiimanCe is ever the duller for his a&. Sbak. 

I date promife for this play, that in the roughnefs .of the 
numbers, which was fo defigned, you will fee fomewhat more 
mafterly than any of my former tragedies. Dryden. 

As he promifed in the law, he will fhortlyhave mercy, and 
c-ather us together. 2 Mac. ii.^8. 

0 All the pieafure we can take, when we met thefe promfing 
fparks, is in the difappointment. Felton. 

7. ghe brib’d my flay, with more than human charms ; 

Nay promis'd, vainly promis'd to beftow 
Immortal liie. 

2. It is ufed of aflurance, even of ill. 

Will not the ladies be afraid of the lion ? 

—I fear it, I promife you. 

Pro'misebreacii. n. f. [b each and promife.] 

* promjfe. Not in ufe. 

Crimiiwl in double violation 

Of facred chaftity, and of promfiebreach. Sbakefp. 

Promisebreaker. n.f. [promife and break,] Violator of 
promifes. 

He’s an hourly promfiebreaker, the owner of no one good 
quality worthy your entertainment. Sbakefp. 

Pro'miser. n. f [from promfe.] One who promifes. , 

Who let this promifer in ? did you, good Diligence ? 
Give him his bribe again. Benj. Jobnfon. 

Fear’s a large promifer ; who fubjeCl live 
To that bafe paffion, know not what they give, Dryden. 
Pro'missory. adj. [promifforis, Lat.] Containing profeflion 
of fome benefit to be confered. 

As the preceptive part enjoins the moft exaCl virtue, fo is 
it moft advantageoufly enforced by the prorniffory, which is 
moft exquifitely adapted to the fame end. Decay of Piety. 

The prorniffory lyes of great men are known by fhouldering, 
hugging, fqueezing, fmiling and bowing. Arbuthnot. 

Pro'missorily. adv. [from prorniffory.]^ By way of promife. 
Nor was he obliged by oath to a ftriCl Pbfervation, of that 
which promifforily was unlawful. Brown. 

Pro ; mont. \ n - f [prommtoire, Fr. promontorium, Lacin. 
Pr o'M on TORY. ) Promont I have obferved only in Suckling.] 
A headland ; a cape ; high land jutting into the fea. 

The land did {hoot out with a great pro?nontory. Abbot . 

I have dogs 

Will climb the higheft promontory top. 

Like one that Hands upon a promontory, 

Ana fpies a far off fhore where he would tread. 

A forked mountain, or blue promontory , 

With trees upon’t, nod unto the world. 

And mock our eyes with air. Sbakefp. Ant. and Cleop. 

The waving fea can with each flood 
Bath fome high promont. Suckling. 

They, on their heads, 

Main promontories flung, which in the air 
Came fhadowing", andopprefs’d whole legions arm’d. Milt. 
Ever y guft of rugged winds. 

That blows from off each beaked promontory. Milton. 
If you drink tea upon a promontory that overhangs the fea, 
it is preferable to an affembly. Pope . 

To PROMOTE, v. a. [promovco,promotus, Lat.] 

1. To forward ; to advance. 

Next to religion, let your care be to promote juftice. Bacon. 

Nothing lovelier can be found, 

Than good works in her hufband to promote. Milton . 

He that talks deceitfully for truth, muft hurt it more by 
his example, than he promotes it by his arguments. Atterb. 

Fri&ions of the extreme parts promote the flux of the juices 
in the joints. v A, butbnot , 

2. [ Promouvoir, Fr.J To elevate ; to exalt; to prefer. 

I will promote thee unto very great honour. Num. xxii. 17. 
Shall I leave my fatnefs wherewith they honour God and 
man, and go to be iromoted over the trees. fudges ix. 9. 
Did I follicit thee 

From darknefs to promote me. Milton. 

Promo'ter. n.f. [promoicur, Fr. from promote.] 

I. Advancer; forwarder; encourager. 


Sbakefp. 
Sbakefp . 


P R O 

Knowledge hath received little improvement from the en¬ 
deavours of many pretending pro?noters. Glanvil. 

Our Saviour makes this return, fit to be engraven in the 
hearts of all promoters of charity; verily, I fay unto you, 
inafmuch as you have done it unto one o\ the leaft of thefe 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me. Atterhury, 

2. Informer ; make-bate. An obfolete ufe. 

His.eies b e promoters., fome trefpas to fpie. Tvjfcr. 

Informers and promoters opprefs and ruin the eftates of many 
of his beft fubjedls. Drummond ; 

Promo'tion. n. f. [promoti n, Fr. from promote.] Advance¬ 
ment; encouragement; exaltation to fome new honour or 
rank; preferment. 

Many fair promotions 
Are daily given to enoble thofe, 

That fcarce, fome two days fince, were worth a noble. Sba« 
The high promotion of his grace of Canterbury, 

Who holds his ftate at door ’mongft purluivants. Sbakefp . 
My rifing is thy fall, 

And my promotion will be thy deftruclion. Miltqn , 

Thou youngeft virgin-daughter of the fkies, 

Made in the laft promotion of the bleft ; 

Whofe palms, new pluck’d from paradife, 

. In fpreading branches more fublimely tiff* Dryden. 

To Prc'move. v. a. [jpromoveo. I/at. promouvoir^ Fr.] To 
forward ; to advance; to promote. A word little ufed. 

Never yet was honeft man. 

That ever drove the trade of love: 

It is impoflible, nor can 

Integrity our ends promove. Suckling. 

PROMPT, adj. [prompt , Fr. promptus, Lat ] 

1. Quick ; ready; acute ; eafy. 

The reception of light into the body of the building W 23 
very prompt, both from without and from within. IFotton. 

Very difeerning and prompt in giving orders, as occafions 
required. Clarendon. 

Prompt eloquence 

Flow’d from their lips, in profe or numerous verff. Milton. 

To the ftern fan&ion of th’ offended fky. 

My prompt obedience bows. Pope* 

2 . Quick; petulant. 

I was too hafty to condemn unheard; 

And you, perhaps, too prompt in your replies. Dryden, 

3. Ready without hesitation ; wanting no new motive. 

Tell him, I’m prompt 

To lay my crown at’s feet, and there to kneel. Sbakefp * 

The brazen age, 

A warlike offspring, prompt to bloody rage. Dryden. 

Still arofe fome rebel flave. 

Prompter to fink the ftate, than he to fave. Prior . 

4. Ready ; told down : as, prompt payment. 

To Prompt, v. a. [pronfare, Italian.] 

1. To aflift by private inftrueftion ; to help at a lofs. 

Sitting in fome place, where no man fhall pro?npt him, let 
the child tranflate his leffon. Afchain. 

You’ve put me now to fuch a part, which never 
I fhall difeharge to th’ life. 

•—Come, come, we’ll prompt you. Sbakefp. Coriolanus. 

My voice fhall found as you do prompt mine ear. 

And I will ftoop and humble my intents 
To your well pra&is’d wife diredlions. Sbakefp. 

None could hold the book fo well to prompt and inftrucl 
this ftage play, as fhe could. Bacon s Henry VII. 

He needed not one to prompt him, becaufe he could fay 
the prayers by heart. Stillingfleet . 

Every one fome time or other dreams he is reading books, 
in which cafe the invention prompts fo readily, that the mind 
is impofed on. ' Addifon. 

Grace fhines around her with fereneft beams. 

And whifp’ring angels prompt her golden dreams. Pope. 

2. To incite; to inftigate. 

The Volfcians ftand 

Ready, when time fhall prompt them, to make road 
Upon’s again. . Sbakefp. Coriolanus. 

Speak not by th’ matter 

Which your heart prompts you to, but with fuch words 
But rooted in your tongue. Sbakefp. 

If they prompt us to anger, their defign makes ufe of it to 
a further end, that the mind, being thus difquieted, may not 
be eafily compofed to prayer. DiWpa. 

Rage p.ompted them at length and found them arms. Milt. 
Kind occafion prompts their warm defires. Pope. 

3. To remind. 

The inconcealable imperfe£lions of ourfelves will hourly 
prompt us our corruption, and loudly tell us we are fons of 
eai "th- Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Pro mpt er. n.f. [from prompt.] 

1. One who helps a publick fpeaker, by fuggefting the Word to 
him when he falters. 

Were it my cue to fight, I fhould have known it 
Without a prompter. Sbakefp. Othello. 

In florid impotence he fpeaks, 

And as the prompter breathes, the puppet fqueaks. Pope. 

2. An 
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